
HPIE Day Spring 2017: Youth Immigration (General Overview Brief) 
 
Hello! Thank you all so much for participating in HPIE this semester and we’re so excited to have 
you on campus for HPIE Day. Our topic this semester is on youth immigration, which we feel is 
extremely important and relevant. 
 
Here’s a quick run-down of how the day 
will go: Once you arrive on campus, you 
will be split into one of nine groups. Each 
group represents a country in the 
European Union (the nine countries we 
will be representing are listed below in the 
quick fact sheet). You will then have some 
time to discuss with other students 
assigned to your country. This will allow 
you to become familiar with your 
country’s stance on youth immigration. 
Then, you will be put into a different 
group that will have students each representing a different country. Essentially each of these groups 
is a mini European Union. You will work within that group to develop a plan to address youth 
immigration. More details will be given out once you arrive. 
 
We hope you have a wonderful time and as always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate 
to contact us! 
 
BACKGROUND ON YOUTH IMMIGRATION 

Currently, there are approximately 65.3 million forcibly displaced people around the world. 
This includes internally displaced people (people who have fled from their homes but have not 
crossed their country’s borders), refugees (people who have left their country to try and escape 
violence, turmoil, a natural disaster, etc.) and stateless people (people who are not recognized by any 
country). Out of these three groups, refugees are most likely to be accepted into another country, 
but even then, the process is slow and uncertain. 

Since these forcibly displaced people typically cannot rely on their home country to support 
them any longer, organizations like the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
work to protect them and try to find a permanent solution for them. Generally, they provide 
humanitarian assistance, give legal aid, and collect data about the people being displaced. 86% of the 
their funding actually comes from governments and the European Union. 

As seen in the graph below, out of the few refugees that have been taken in by a host 
country, most of those host countries are geographically near the country they left behind with 
Turkey having taken in the most refugees. Unfortunately, many of the top hosting countries are not 



economically prosperous or extremely stables themselves and the number of people seeking refuge 
increases each day. 

 
There are 

approximately 21.3 
million refugees and 
over half of them are 
under the age of 18, 
which makes the issue 
of youth immigration 
especially important to 
understand and 
improve. In addition 
to forcibly displaced 
people, there are many 
more people who 
hope to immigrate for 
other reasons like 
seeking higher 
education or a more 
stable socioeconomic 
status, which are two huge rising concerns for youth as well. 
 
BACKGROUND ON THE EUROPEAN UNION 
 The European Union (EU) is currently composed of 28 member states and serves as an 
overarching governing body. The European Union is extremely powerful and as a whole, the EU is 
the largest economy in the world. The EU tries to ensure free movement of people and goods 
between its member countries. Many things have been standardized within many countries of the 
European Union as a result. For example, people can freely travel within the Schengen Area (an area 
encompassing 26 of the countries where there is no passport or border control). Also more notably, 
19 countries within the EU all use the Euro.  

However, the past few years have brought about some changes. As a result of increased 
migration and terrorist concerns, Austria, Denmark, Germany, Norway, Sweden and France have 
temporarily added border control within the Schengen Area. Additionally, the United Kingdom is 
currently in the process of withdrawing from the European Union as a result of a referendum held 
last year. 

 
OUR CRISIS 

EU countries are geographically close to the growing migrant crisis and therefore, could 
have a large role to play. However, countries within the European Union have taken in very few 
refugees, with Germany being the recent exception, amid growing concerns. Immigration as a whole 



has subsequently been generally viewed in a negative light, no matter the age of the immigrant. You 
will have to decide how the EU should handle the current migrant crisis, focusing on youth 
immigrants, by working with representatives of other countries. 
 

QUICK FACT SHEET 
Key players: These are the countries of the European Union that will be represented today: 
● United Kingdom 
● Belgium 
● France 
● Germany 
● Netherlands 
● Italy 
● Spain 
● Greece 
● Portugal 

 
Common concerns about accepting immigrants: 
● Cultural and social adaptation / Assimilation 

○ Religious differences 
○ Lack of ability to speak in host country’s language 
○ Lack of ability to keep up in school 
○ Racial tensions 

● Job availability (Immigrants may cost citizens jobs) 
● Financial burden on the host country 
● Lack of resources / Are immigrants sustainable to support? 
● Terrorism (Immigrants bring radical ideas with them or may be a part of a terrorist group) 
● Will cause economic inequality (Immigrants may disproportionately need welfare from the 

host country and therefore take away from poor citizens) 
● Nationalism 
● Crime rates (Immigrants will commit crimes) 
● Physical and mental health issues 

 
Reasons commonly used to support immigration: 
● Violent and dangerous situations in their home country would endanger them 

○ People may be harmed or killed if they stay 
○ Additionally, many forcibly displaced people are forcibly displaced because of the 

actions of other countries (military actions, trade deals, etc.) 
● Better education for immigrants 

○ Refugee camps in particular offer poor education 
● Improved health for immigrants, access to health care 



● Increased financial stability for immigrants 
● Immigrants can boost a country’s economy 
● Immigrants, particularly refugees, are highly skilled and well-educated 
● Immigrants lend new skills, knowledge and perspectives 
● The Center for Immigration Studies shows that immigration has little effect on wages 
● Immigrants are hard-working and take less advantage of the welfare state than citizens do 
● It strengthens families and gives youth more equal opportunities 


